
Third Sunday of Easter  
April 19, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for 

small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism…To you be given honor and 
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW 184) 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 185) 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of 
bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

A reading from Acts. 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 
36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  37 Now when they heard this, 
they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what 
should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many 
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day 
about three thousand persons were added.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

A reading from 1 Peter. 

17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s 
work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed 
from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like 
silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect 
or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at 
the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who 
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 
22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have 
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 
went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that 
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 
did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all 
the scriptures.  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay 
with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he 
vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 



within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to 
us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on 
the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Day of Arising (ELW 374) 

 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.*  On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

  



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

SENDING SONG Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements 
• Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service. 

Today – W-ELCA Meeting after worship. 

• Reminder – Please check your church mailboxes. Some have had cards in them for 
sometime. 

• No Bible Study this coming week. We will meet on April 30th at 9:00AM. 

• April 26th - BINGO after Bethany Worship. 

• Thank you to everyone who donated meals for Holly Berry. 

• May 3rd – Identities of the baby pictures will be revealed during fellowship. Another 
activity called, “Find Someone Who”, will occur on the same day. Let’s have some fun 
getting to know our church family. 

• May 17th – Family Sunday School following service. 

• May 19th – Beacon articles are due. 

• Get Ready!!! Silent Purse Auction is coming soon! 

• Food Pantry items for April – Going Green: green beans, peas, green pickles, etc. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the cloak room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends especially families of Lorraine Schultz 
(Helen York’s Mother) and Don Tushaus (Marcia Adams’ Brother-in-law) 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Helen York, Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy 
Andres Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s 
Father), Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky 

Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson 
(Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob 

Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, 
and others we silently name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     

 

 


