Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026
Bethany Lutheran Church

Welcome Visitors.
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for
small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism...

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come...Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our
journeys...Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows... Blessed are you. You
guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism...giving you honor and
praise, now and forever. Amen.

GAnTHERING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385)
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.

Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through
the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

A reading from Acts.

“2[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. ** Awe came upon everyone because many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. “* All who believed were
together and had all things in common; *°they would sell their possessions and goods
and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “° Day by day, as they spent much
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, " praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Psalm 23

'The Lord is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.

2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“*Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

®>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. “ The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ° The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “ When he
has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. ° They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ° Jesus used this figure of speech
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  ”So again
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. ® All who came
before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.
'“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502)
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CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only

Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy

Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was

buried;

he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

PEACE

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of
the Father,

and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966)
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OFFERING PRAYER

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age...With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

san - san - high

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With all your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
SENDING SONG God Be with You Till We Meet Again (ELW 536)
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Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828-1904
Music: GOD BE WITH YOU. William G. Tomer. 1833-1896

DISMISSAL
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach
and service. Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. All materials printed and
livestreamed under Augsburg Fortress License: SBT007061 and OneLicense: A-712026

Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Today - BINGO after Bethany Worship.

¢ Reminder — Please check your church mailboxes. Some have had cards in them for a
while.

e Thank you to everyone who donated meals for Holly Berry.

e May 3 — Identities of the baby pictures will be revealed during fellowship. Another
activity called, “Find Someone Who”, will occur on the same day. Let’'s have some fun
getting to know our church family.

e May 17" — Family Sunday School following service.

e May 19" — Beacon articles are due.

e Food Pantry items for April — Going Green: green beans, peas, green pickles, etc.
May Food Pantry items — “Pasta Party” — tomato sauce, noodles, pizza crust
(packaged), Ramen Noodles, etc

¢ Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the cloak room. Please

note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested. Thanks.

Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you.

A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses.

Wednesday 9 am - Quilting

Thursday — 9 am Bible Study

Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany

Prayers of Concern:
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today.

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends especially families of Lorraine Schultz
(Helen York’s Mother) and Don Tushaus (Marcia Adams’ Brother-in-law)

Prayers for those who serve to protect others.

Prayers for Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy Andres
Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father),
Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey,
Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa
Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie
(Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we
silently name.

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:




