10th Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026
Bethany Lutheran Church

Welcome Visitors.
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available
for small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
®The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
°LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.
'“The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.
"“The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
'“You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
'"You are righteous in all your ways and loving in ! all your works.
'®You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
"“You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;
you hear their cry and save them.
“0You watch over all those who love you,
but all the wicked you shall destroy.
2 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy nhame forever and ever.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love. Amen.



GATHERING SONG O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts (ELW 658)
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Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Ray Palmer, 18081887, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover
creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both
body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.

"Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters;
and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
*Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
*Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
“ See, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the



peoples. ° Now you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5

A reading from Romans.

| am speaking the truth in Christ—I| am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy
Spirit—? | have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. ° For | could wish that
I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and
sisters, my own flesh and blood. “ They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption,
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; °to them
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is
over all, God blessed forever. Amen. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

"“Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they
followed him on foot from the towns. '* When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd,
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. > When it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late;
send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” '° Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something
to eat.” '’ They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” '® And he
said, “Bring them here to me.” ' Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
0 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,



twelve baskets full. ' And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides
women and children. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Break Now the Bread of Life (ELW 515)
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with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.
Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William F. Sherwin, 1826-1888

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid lcense from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
SENDING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)
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DISMISSAL

We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach
and service. Thanks be to God.
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Today — Bethany Council Meeting

There is an Update Your Contact Information form on the Offering table in the back.

Please complete and return to Betty. This will help the incoming Administrative Asst.

Tuesday. August 4" @ 4pm — Rachel Circle meeting @ Bethany Conference Room.

Sunday, August 91" — BINGO following worship.

Tuesday, August 18" — September Beacon Article dues.

Tuesday, August 181" @ 8:30 am - W-ELCA Visit to those who are not able to attend

worship.

e Saturday, 4 pm August 22", Celebration of Life for Alan Marquardt, at Murray’s on
Main, Tomah.

e Sunday, August 30" — Back to School Blessing.

e September 5" — Joint Worship @ Bethany

e October 24" — Check out the W-ELCA Bulletin Board for the information to attend a
contemporary Christian Concert.

¢ We have Kwik Trip Scrip cards for sale. Choose between Gas or Food cards.

e Health Kits items needed — Dark Towels, Bath size soaps, Toothbrushes, Nail
clippers.

e August Food Pantry items — Peanut Butter, Jelly/Jam, Granola Bars, Juice Boxes.

Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room. Please

note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested. Thanks.

Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you.

A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses.

Wednesday 9 am - Quilting

Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany

Prayers of Concern:
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today.
Prayers for those who have loss family and friends.
Prayers for those who serve to protect others.

Prayers for Shirley Wehman, Joel Lingl (Galen’s Brother), Mike Schultz, Shawna (Tim
Parker’s Sister), Aly (Deanna Smith’s Niece), Sandy Hempel, Amy Andres Peterson
(daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen &
Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth,
Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John
Preston, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti
Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently
name.

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:




