
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 

Sunday, April 5, 2026 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available 
for small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

LITURGY OF LIGHT 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, you are like a refiner's fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of 
your faithful people. Bless this flame and those who keep this Easter celebration so 
that, burning with desire for life with you, they may be found fit to take part in that 
festival of Light which has no ending, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May the light of Christ who rises this day in glory scatter the darkness of our 
hearts and minds.  

Almighty God, pour out your abundant blessing on this lighted candle, so that all who 
share in your holy mysteries may be filled with your grace and spiritual blessings. Once 
we were in darkness, but since we have become the Lord's people, we are in the light. 
Help us to live as people who belong to the light, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 

Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
Exult, all creation around God's throne! Jesus Christ is risen! 
Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; 
and for so great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation. 
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 
radiant in the brightness of your king! 
Christ has conquered! Glory fill you! Darkness vanishes forever. 
Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! 
Let this place resound with joy! 

GATHERING SONG Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (ELW 382) 



 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW p. 184) 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 185) 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 



O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make 
us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
A reading from Colossians. 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on 
the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 
in glory. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him 
the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 
here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 
8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 
9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 



 

CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 



eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

 

 



 

OFFERING PRAYER 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 



and your faithfulness endures from age to age…With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With [  name/s and  ] your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all 
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

SENDING SONG I Know that My Redeemer Lives! (ELW 619) 



 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 
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