
Epiphany of Our Lord 
Sunday, January 5, 2025 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags 

available for small children, located by the 
entrance of sanctuary. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Arise; shine, for your light has come! 
We are called out of our darkness into light. 
Lift up your eyes and look around. 
We rejoice in the gift of light. 
Come let us worship the God of light and joy and peace. 
We come to kneel at the cradle of the babe, 
the light incarnate.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

God-with-us, 
we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, 
claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 
We have made power and wealth our idols, 
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 
We have overlooked the shepherds, 
expecting good news in prettier packaging. 
Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. 
Turn us from our ways to your ways. 
Grant us the grace to begin again. 
Free us from all that keeps us bound, 
and forgive our sin, 
through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen. 

Hear the good news and rejoice! 
You are God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, 

☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. Amen. 

  



GATHERING SONG As with Gladness Men of Old (LBW 82) 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
The Kyrie (pronounced KEER-ee-ay) is a prayer for God’s mercy to fill the church and the world while 
acknowledging that mercy comes from the Triune God alone. The congregation sings the refrain, 
the song leader (cantor) sings the verses. 

Refrain: 

 
V1) For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 



V2) That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

V3) For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

V4) For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 
Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to 
the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60: 1-6 
A reading from Isaiah. 

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
 3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
A reading from Ephesians. 

1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles—2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as 
I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 



understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless 
riches of Christ, 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God who created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in 
its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 



found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road.  

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY The First Noel (LBW 56) 

 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: God of Grace, receive our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Holy God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, 
at the birth of time your Word brought light into the world, 
and throughout the ages, you proclaim newness of life. 
For your wondrous Word, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 

In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh, 
to shine in our world’s darkness, to speak peace to all people, 
and to welcome us as members of your family. 
For your loving Word, we adore you, O God. 
We adore you, O God. 

Grant us now the gift of your Spirit, 
that held, nourished, and protected by your Word, we may live as your children, 
bearing your goodness throughout the world. 
For your powerful Word, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 

All glory to you, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

  



SENDING SONG How Good, Lord, to Be Here! (LBW 89) 

 

DISMISSAL  

We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.  
  



Announcements 
• Pastor is on Vacation today. Thank you to those who were able to help with 

worship. 

• January Food Pantry items – Winter Warm up – Tuna, Stew, Rice, Mac & 
Cheese, Pasta, Canned Vegetables.  

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Thursday 9 am – Bible Study  

• January 12th – BINGO following worship 

• January 15th – Beacon Articles Due 

• January 19th – Bethany Annual Meeting  

• January 25th- Prime Rib Dinner at East Lemonweir. Tickets are $30/each. 
Proceeds go to their Outreach Program. Tickets available from Dawn Nelson or 
Jennifer Sarnow. Dawn Nelson will be here TODAY! 

• January 26th – East Lemonweir Annual Meeting 

• February 9th – 3 pm Family Sunday School 

• Contact Karl Katuin if you are able to help with snow removal. 

• If able, let us know if you are to host a coffee following worship 

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ 
Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who recently loss family and/or friends. 

Prayers for Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother) 
Jordan McGuire & Baby Oliver, Sandy (Gayle Hempel’s Daughter), John Preston, 

Kathy Haske, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Elwood Syverson, 
Mickie (Ron & Patty Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and 

others we silently name. 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Bethany/East Lemonweir Parish – www.bethanyeast.com | bethanyeast@mwt.net 
Pastor, Rev. Lucy Hardie         Parish Secretary, Betty Krotzman 

Organist, Michaela Pedersen for Bethany. 
 Follow Us on Facebook 


