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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: God scatters the seeds of reconciliation and love, and waits…. 
P: So much of it lands on flat pathways or rocky roads and won’t take root…. 
L: God scatters the seeds of healing and hope, and waits…. 
P: Shallowness and fear claim the seeds and they cannot live. 
L: God scatters the seeds of redemption and peace, and waits…. 
P: These are the places of deep growth where the seed will cast down strong 
roots. 
L: Welcome this day to a seed-scattering station! 
P: May our hearts be the rich soil in which God’s love takes root. AMEN.  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ACS p. 29) 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  
Holy God, fountain of living water, source of mercy, tender and mighty, 
you are clothed with majesty and splendor. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  
Your love flows through water, satisfying the thirst of all living things, 
sustaining life in this community, nourishing and delighting us. 
We bless you for these gifts of water: 
Yellow, Lemonweir, Baraboo, Wisconsin, Mississippi 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  
Your love flows through water, a sign of your saving power: 
Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty 
again. Your steadfast love fills the earth. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  
Your love flows through the water of baptism joined to your life-giving Word: 
your well of mercy and cleansing flood, your sea of deliverance from death into life, 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for small 

children, located by the entrance of sanctuary. 



your healing river washing sin away, your living water springing up to eternal life. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  
Shower us with your Holy Spirit. Fill us with your love. 
Clothe us and all your people with grace. Embolden us to do justice. 
Bless us to love mercy. Guide us to walk humbly with you, 
whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533)

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW P. 184) 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 



Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith 
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
A reading from Isaiah. 

 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12 For you shall go out in joy 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11  

A reading from Romans. 
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 
3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set 
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 



who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! 
A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell 
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If 
you have ears, hear!” 
 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet 
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this 
age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY We Plow the Fields and Scatter (ELW 681) 



 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION (ELW 167) 

 

 
 
 



 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 



on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BLESSING 
SENDING SONG Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)

 

 



 
DISMISSAL 
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• We have Kwik Trip Scrip cards for sale. Choose between Gas or Food cards. 

• July 12th – Sundae Sunday following Bethany Worship. 

• July Food Pantry items – “WE CAN!”…any canned food items will be appreciated. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends, and especially the family and 
friends of Toni Phelps. 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 
Prayers for Lynn Benson, Shawna (Tim Parker’s Sister), Aly (Deanna Smith’s Niece), 
Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy Andres Peterson 
(daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & 

Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, 
Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John 
Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti 
Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently 

name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     
 

 


