
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available 
for small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
We look at this world, focusing on the pain and confusion, the fears and hatred which 
seem to abound. 
For what can we hope? 
We wait breathlessly for the goodness of creation to be made manifest in all the world, 
for this is the promise of God. 
God is always with us, guiding, rescuing, healing, restoring us. 
Get ready, dear friends, the promises of God are true. 
Lord, quiet our spirits and open our hearts. Bring us hope and peace. AMEN. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 



GATHERING SONG Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689) 

 

 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW P.184) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:  I am 
the first, and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let them 
proclaim it; let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old 
the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 
have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god 
besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
A reading from Romans. 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put 
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we 
may also be glorified with him.  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already 
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, Glory to you, O Lord. 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was 
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has 



done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 
he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The 
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good 
seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and 
the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it 
be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW 693) 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION (ELW 167) 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



BLESSING 

SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547) 

 
DISMISSAL 
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. All materials printed and 
livestreamed under Augsburg Fortress License: SBT007061 and OneLicense: A-712026 



Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• August Beacon Articles should be turned in Tuesday, July 21st. 

• Your second quarter giving statements are in your church mailboxes. 

• We have Kwik Trip Scrip cards for sale. Choose between Gas or Food cards. 

• July Food Pantry items – “WE CAN!”…any canned food items will be appreciated. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends, and especially the family and 
friends of Toni Phelps. 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Joel Lingl (Galen’s Brother), Mike Schultz, Shawna (Tim Parker’s Sister), 
Aly (Deanna Smith’s Niece), Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Amy Andres Peterson 

(daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & 
Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, 
Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John 
Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti 
Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently 

name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     


