
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags 

available for small children, located by the 
entrance of sanctuary. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
We’ve gathered together in the presence of God to offer our praise and our prayers. 
We come before God with confidence, knowing that even when we can’t find the 
words, 
God’s own Spirit is right here with us, praying in us and for us, giving shape to our 
wordless hopes and longings, and pleading for us before the throne of grace. 
So let’s come with joy to offer our worship 
to God who knows and loves us all. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, fountain of living water, source of mercy, tender and mighty, 
you are clothed with majesty and splendor. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

 Your love flows through water, satisfying the thirst of all living things, 
sustaining life in this community, nourishing and delighting us. 
We bless you for these gifts of water: Yellow, Lemonweir, Wisconsin, Mississippi 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

 Your love flows through water, a sign of your saving power: 
Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty 
again. Your steadfast love fills the earth. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

Your love flows through the water of baptism joined to your life-giving Word: 
your well of mercy and cleansing flood, your sea of deliverance from death into life, 
your healing river washing sin away, your living water springing up to eternal life. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  



Shower us with your Holy Spirit. Fill us with your love. Clothe us and all your people 
with grace. Embolden us to do justice. Bless us to love mercy. 
Guide us to walk humbly with you, whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 GATHERING SONG Gather Us In (ELW 532) 

 

 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW P. 184) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring 
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 
love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And 
now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for 
who can govern this great people of yours?”  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had 
asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for 
yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one 
like you shall arise after you.”  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39  
A reading from Romans. 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who 
searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 28 We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 
whom he justified he also glorified.  31 What then are we to say about these things? If 
God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him 
up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is 



Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who 
also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or 
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,  
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  33 He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field.  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of 



heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.”. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793) 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

SENDING SONG On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550) 

  

 

DISMISSAL 
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.  
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Your second quarter giving statements are in your church mailboxes. 

•  A Celebration of Life, for Pastor’s Father, Alan Marquardt, will be held at Murray’s on 
Main, Tomah, on Saturday, August 22nd, at 4 PM. 

• We have Kwik Trip Scrip cards for sale. Choose between Gas or Food cards. 

• July Food Pantry items – “WE CAN!”…any canned food items will be appreciated. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends, and especially the family and 
friends of Toni Phelps. 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Shirley Wehman, Joel Lingl (Galen’s Brother), Mike Schultz, Shawna (Tim 
Parker’s Sister), Aly (Deanna Smith’s Niece), Sandy Hempel, Amy Andres Peterson 

(daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & 
Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, 
Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John 

Preston, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti 
Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently 

name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     

 


