
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 14, 2025 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for 

small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever.  Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden 
is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG Rise Up, O Saints of God! (ELW 669) 

 



 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW p. 184) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. 
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share 
the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a 

A reading from Exodus. 
2 [The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and 
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3 Then Moses 
went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the 
house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all 
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly 
kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
  7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these 
words that the LORD had commanded him. 8a The people all answered as one, 
“Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.”  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
A reading from Romans. 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and 
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast 
in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
that has been given to us. 
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we 
still were sinners Christ died for us. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23] 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every 
sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure 
every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 
son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one 
who betrayed him.  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do 
not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with 
a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 
[9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two 
tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village 
you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the 
house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your 
words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell 
you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 
judgment than for that town. 16 “I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of 
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will 
hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged 



before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles. 
19 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are 
to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that time, 20 for it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Sibling will betray sibling to 
death and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death, 22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to 
the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly 
I tell you, you will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son 
of Man comes.”]  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word (ELW 663) 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING Commonwealth Is God's Commandment (ACS 1036) 



 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 
you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, 
O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

SENDING SONG Title I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661) 

 

 

 

 

s 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL (Bethany Mission) 
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Please let Pastor or Betty know, if someone should be added or removed from our 
prayer list. 

• We have Kwik Trip Scrip cards for sale. Choose between Gas or Food cards. 

•  If anyone is interested in being on a "History Team" for Bethany to help  
organize and display historical items, pictures, etc. from our church, please see 
Debby Hansen. 

• Pastor is on vacation though June 15th. 
• Today - BINGO after worship.  

• June 28th Council meeting. 

• June Food Pantry items – “Breakfast of Champions”, cereal, oatmeal, granola, 
pancake/waffle mix, syrup, juice. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Thursday – 9 am Bible Study 

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends.  

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Lynn Benson, Shawna (Tim Parker’s Sister), Aly (Deanna Smith’s Neice), 
Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy Andres Peterson 

(daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father), 
Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky 

Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson 
(Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob 
Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn 

Wetley, and others we silently name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     


