
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21,2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available 
for small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism…To you be given honor and 
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)

 

 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



KYRIE (ELW P. 184) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count 
the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to 
labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 7 O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; 
 you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 
 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
 For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 
 9 If I say, “I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,” 
 then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
 10 For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
  All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him 
  and take our revenge on him.” 11 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
 12 O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous; you see the heart and the mind; 
 let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
 13 Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! 
 For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
A reading from Romans. 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can 
we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We 



know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, 
he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the 
master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 
they malign those of his household!  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered 
up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I 
say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear 
the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even 
the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value 
than many sparrows.  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before 
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.  34 “Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have 
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s 
own household. 37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, 
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever 
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781) 

 

 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

  



THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher, your magnificent creation springs forth 
from your Word. All that has life and breath praises your name. For your Word that 
sustains the earth, we thank you, O God. We thank you, O God. 

You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
preached your mercy, and called us to faith. For your Word in our Lord Christ, we 
praise you, O God. We praise you, O God. 

Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word, that we may grow in grace, bearing the fruits of 
redemption, and sharing your strength and beauty with all the world. For your Word in 
our lives, we entreat you, O God. We entreat you, O God. 

Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer, for the sake of your living Word, Jesus 
our Savior. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

SENDING SONG If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 
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• Please let Pastor or Betty know, if someone should be added or removed from our 
prayer list. 

• We have Kwik Trip Scrip cards for sale. Choose between Gas or Food cards. 

•  If anyone is interested in being on a "History Team" for Bethany to help  
organize and display historical items, pictures, etc. from our church, please see 
Debby Hansen. 

• June 28th Council meeting. 

• July 5th – 10:30 am Joint Worship and Picnic (Potluck) in the park. 

• June Food Pantry items – “Breakfast of Champions”, cereal, oatmeal, granola, 
pancake/waffle mix, syrup, juice. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Thursday – 9 am Bible Study 

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends, especially Pastor Lucy on the 
passing of her father, Alan Marquardt. 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Lynn Benson, Shawna (Tim Parker’s Sister), Aly (Deanna Smith’s Niece), 
Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy Andres Peterson 

(daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father), 
Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky 

Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson 
(Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob 
Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn 

Wetley, and others we silently name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     

 


