
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 7, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available 
for small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism…By water and your Word you 
claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you 
for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our 
lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW P. 184) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of 
your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58 
1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people 
their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and 
delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did 
not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want 
God on their side. 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but 
you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all 
your workers. 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast 
that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and 
to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 

6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of 
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 
naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall 
go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and 
the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your 
light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The LORD will 
guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones 
strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters 
never fail. 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets 
to live in. 

13 If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my 
holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the LORD honorable; if 
you honor it, not going your own ways, serving your own interests or pursuing your 
own affairs; 14 then you shall take delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride upon the 



heights of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

  31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king 
will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 35 for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ 41 Then 
he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You who are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels, 42 for I was hungry and you gave me 
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you 
did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not take care of 
you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 



least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal 
punishment but the righteous into eternal life.”  

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (ELW 588) 

 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was 

buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, 
and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends:  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING Create in me a Clean Heart (ELW 186) 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher, 
your magnificent creation springs forth from your Word. 
All that has life and breath praises your name. 
For your Word that sustains the earth, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 

You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
preached your mercy, and called us to faith. 
For your Word in our Lord Christ, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 

Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word, 
that we may grow in grace, bearing the fruits of redemption, 
and sharing your strength and beauty with all the world. 
For your Word in our lives, we entreat you, O God. 
We entreat you, O God. 

Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer, 
for the sake of your living Word, Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

SENDING SONG My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (LBW 294) 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Please let Pastor or Betty know, if someone should be added or removed from our 
prayer list. 

• We have Kwik Trip Scrip cards for sale. Choose between Gas or Food cards. 

• Bethany - If anyone is interested in being on a "History Team" for Bethany to help  

• organize and display historical items, pictures, et c. from our church, please see 
Debby Hansen. 

• Pastor is at Synod Assembly Worship today. 

• Pastor is on vacation June 8th – June 15th. 

• Friday, June 12th – Salad Luncheon & Silent Purse Auction. Please check out the info 
& sign-up sheet in the narthex. If you choose a monetary contribution, please give to 
Judy Zobal. 

• June 14th BINGO after worship.  

• June 28th Council meeting. 

• June Food Pantry items – “Breakfast of Champions”, cereal, oatmeal, granola, 
pancake/waffle mix, syrup, juice. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Thursday – 9 am Bible Study 

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends.  

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Lynn Benson, Dave Connors, Shawna (Tim Parker’s Sister), Aly (Deanna 
Smith’s Neice), Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy 

Andres Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Irv Wehman 
(Bridgette’s Father), Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug 

Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, 
Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, 
Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, 

Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     

 


