Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 15, 2026

Bethany Lutheran Church

Welcome Visitors.
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for
small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin, and heals our lives. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion,
cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and
give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us. Amen.

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven
is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God
removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. Blessed be God forever.

GATHERING SONG There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614)

Refrain

1 T .
WJ, ,g;J-)—r—Jd

T

| 108

There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm in Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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I Some - times 1 feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preach like Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
03 i —
G~ 7 v v
P | &

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing powr; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us
with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

A reading from Samuel.

'The LoRD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.” ? Samuel said,
‘How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer
with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” ° Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,
and | will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom |
name to you.” * Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” °He
said, “Peaceably. | have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come
with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice. °When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is
now before the LORD.” " But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance
or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him, for the LORD does not see
as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”
®Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither
has the LORD chosen this one.” * Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” '° Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” ' Samuel
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,



but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” > He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy
and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for
this is the one.” " Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14

A reading from Ephesians.

® Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light,
?for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. "° Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. "' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather,
expose them. '“For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, '°but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, '* for everything that becomes visible
is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.” The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GO%PEL ACCLAMATION
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We are turn -ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ¢i - ful and kind —
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. ? His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ® Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while it
is day; night is coming, when no one can work. °>As long as | am in the world, | am the
light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with
the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ' saying to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see.  The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” * Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '° But they kept
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’
Then | went and washed and received my sight.” '? They said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “| do not know.” '®They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. ' Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He
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said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” '® Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. ' So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was
your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” '® The Jews did not believe that he
had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who
had received his sight '? and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? How then does he now see?” %’ His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind, ' but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”

*? His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. ** Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” ?* So for the second
time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God!
We know that this man is a sinner.” ° He answered, “| do not know whether he is a
sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” ?° They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” ?’ He answered them, “| have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become his disciples?” “° Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. ?° We know that God has spoken to Moses, but
as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *° The man answered, “Here is
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.
*TWe know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships
him and obeys his will. ** Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind. *° If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out. *°Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and
when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” ** He answered, “And
who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” *” Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” *® He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he
worshiped him. *° Jesus said, “| came into this world for judgment, so that those who do
not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” *° Some of the Pharisees
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”

“1 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say,
‘We see,’ your sin remains.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)
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2 'Twas  grace that taught  my heart to fear, and
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now am found; was blind, but now | see. % 2
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved! 5 f
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 5
por - tion be as long as life en - dures. ==
sing God’s praise than when we'd  first be - gun.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Seed That in Earth Is Dying (ELW 330)
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Seed that in earth is dy - ing grows in-to cars of  grain. P
Seed that in earth is dy - ing ris - es to bear much  fruit. 5
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OFFERING PRAYER

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING



SENDING SONG Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Powr of my POW'T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still ' be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

DISMISSAL We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through
worship, outreach and service. Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. All materials printed and
livestreamed under Augsburg Fortress License: SBT007061 and OneLicense: A-712026

Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
e Today is Dice Day Fellowship following worship.
e May Fun - Start looking for your youthful “you” pictures to display. On May 3™, we will
be searching for the “you” that matches the picture.
e Soup supper, 5pm March 18th will be Soup Varieties, followed by 6:30 Lenten
Worship.
e March 215t — 10 am — 12 pm Communion Class for those preparing to take
Communion for the first time or those desiring a refresher course.
e March 28th - Sprinkles of Sunshine by the Sunshine Movement @ NL Legion
Hall.
e Holy Week Worship Schedule-Join us as we gather for worship during Holy Week.
o Maundy Thursday Service — 6:30 PM at East Lemonweir
o Good Friday Service — 1:00 PM at Bethany
o Easter Sunday Worship — 8:00 AM at Bethany
» Following the 8:00 AM Easter service at Bethany, everyone is invited to
a potluck brunch in the Fellowship Hall.
= A sign-up sheet is available in the Fellowship Hall if you would like to
bring a dish to share.
o Easter Sunday Worship — 10:30 AM at East Lemonweir
e April 12" — Family Sunday School
e April 26" — BINGO after Bethany Worship.
¢ Food Pantry items for March- “Spring Cleaning”: toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
deodorant, shampoo, etc.
¢ Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the cloak room. Please
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested. Thanks.
Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you.
A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses.
Wednesday 9 am - Quilting
Thursday — 9 am Bible Study
Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany

Prayers of Concern:
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today.

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends.
Prayers for those who serve to protect others.

Prayers for Don & Gwen Tushaus, Amy Andres Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne
Andres), Holly Berry, Lorraine Schulz, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father), Dean Allard, Kalie
Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve
Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John
Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti
Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently name.

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:




