
Second Sunday in Lent  
March 1, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available 
for small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
…Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. 
In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen. 

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you…Blessed be God 
who crowns us with mercy and love. Blessed be God forever. 

GATHERING SONG Drawn to the Light (ELW 593) 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth 
to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit 
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Numbers 27:1-8 
A reading from Numbers. 
Then the daughters of Zelophehad came forward. Zelophehad was son of Hepher son 
of Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh, of the clans of Manasseh, son of Joseph. 
The names of his daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 They 
stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the congregation, at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting, saying, 3 “Our father died in the wilderness; he was not 
among the congregation of those who gathered themselves together against 
the Lord in the congregation of Korah but died for his own sin, and he had no 
sons. 4 Why should the name of our father be taken away from his clan because he 
had no son? Give to us a possession among our father’s brothers.” 

5 Moses brought their case before the Lord. 6 And the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, 7 “The daughters of Zelophehad are right in what they are saying; you shall 
indeed let them possess an inheritance among their father’s brothers and pass the 
inheritance of their father on to them. 8 You shall also speak to the Israelites, saying: If 
a man dies and has no son, then you shall pass his inheritance on to his daughter. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

  



SECOND READING: Acts 16:11-15 
A reading from Acts. 
11 We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the 
following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the 
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some 
days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who 
had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her 
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 
The holy gospel according to John. 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 
3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 



  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.”  Glory to you, O Lord. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World (ELW 323) 

 

BOLD WOMEN SUNDAY LITANY 
O Creative God, you made us in your image.  
You call us into discipleship in Jesus Christ.  
You empower us through the Holy Spirit.  
Let your loving kindness be upon us as you accept our prayers.  
O God of our ancestors, we remember the bold witness of our foremothers who paved 
the way for all women, lay and ordained. We give you thanks, O God. 
O Holy One, who breathes life into us all, we raise before you the bold women among 
us today. We give you thanks, O God. 
For those who pray, for those who parent, for those who study, for those who 
advocate, We give you thanks, O God. 
For those who laugh, for those who share, for those who extend hospitality, for those 
who smile, We give you thanks, O God. 



O Gracious One, forgive us when we are too timid to live up to the boldness you have 
placed within us. We pray to you, O God. 
O Gracious One, enable us to recognize, honor and support the boldness you have 
placed within others. We pray to you, O God. 
O God of infinite possibility, grant to us all the opportunity to act boldly on our faith in 
Jesus Christ. Hear our prayer. 
O God of abundant life, grant to us all emotional, physical and spiritual wholeness so 
that we might best serve others in your name. Hear our prayer. 
O God of strength, give us courage, hope and open hearts, that we might experience 
expanding possibilities and grow through change. Hear our prayer. 
Nurturing God, you have inspired and empowered women throughout all ages.  
Give us the courage and wisdom to act boldly on our faith in you, O creating, 
redeeming and sustaining One. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING Seed That in Earth Is Dying  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 



DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 



SENDING SONG When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (ELW 803) 

 

DISMISSAL 
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.  
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Bethany’s QR code for online giving. 

• Today is Bold Women Sunday – We recognize the bold actions of women of faith 
as they love God and serve all neighbors. 

o On this Bold Women’s Sunday, we’d like to honor the following women who 
acted boldly as charter members of Bethany.  

▪ Helen Artz, Tena Lee, Esther Wehman,  Mildred Peckham, Amy 
Urberg, Alice Lein, Hannah Peterson, Myrtle Duckworth, Neva 
Anderson, Elva Crawford. 

• Food Pantry items for March- “Spring Cleaning”: toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 
deodorant, shampoo, etc. 

• Soup supper, 5 pm March 4th will be Cheesy Broccoli and Chicken Wild Rice 
followed by 6:30 Lenten Worship. 

• Spring your clocks forward before 2 am next Sunday. 

• March 21st – 10 am – 12 pm Communion Class for those preparing to take 
Communion for the first time or those desiring a refresher course. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the cloak room.  
Please note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  
Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Thursday – 9 am Bible Study 

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends.  

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Amy Andres Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, 
Lorraine Schulz, Keith Korbein, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father), Dean Allard, Kalie 

Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, 
Steve Werth, Ken and Marcia Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa 

Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, 
Mickie (Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and 

others we silently name. 


