Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2025

Bethany Lutheran Church
Welcome Visitors.

Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available
for small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

HOLY BAPTISM OF (ELW p. 227)

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers ...

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for her in her new life in
Christ? We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? | renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? | renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? | renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning...you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BAPTISM

, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.
We give you thanks, O God...joy in you presence, both now and forever. Amen.

, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
Walk with the faith of Christ crucified and risen. Shine with the light of Christ.

Through baptism you have been received into the household of God...

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world!

GATHERING SONG Glory Be to Jesus (LBW 95)
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Text: Ttalian, 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814—1878
Music: WEM IN LEIDENSTAGEN., Friedrich Filitz, 1804—1876

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

A reading from Ezekiel.

' The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. ?He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. ° He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” * Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
LoRD. ° Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and
you shall live. °1 will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and
cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that |
am the LORD.” ”So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
®| looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin
had covered them, but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” °|
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. "' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we
are cut off completely.” '” Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord
Gob: | am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people,



and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. "> And you shall know that | am the LORD
when | open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. * | will put
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you

shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

A reading from Romans.

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ' For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God. ?But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. "° But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. "' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. “ Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. ® So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “ But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does
not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” ° Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he
was. ' Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?” ° Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those
who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. "° But
those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” "' After saying this,
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken
him.” '? The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”

'3 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was



referring merely to sleep. ' Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '° For your
sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
'Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that
we may die with him.” '"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
'Yand many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. ° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while
Mary stayed at home. ?' Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. ?“ But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” #° Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” * Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” ?° Jesus said to her, “| am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,

6 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

>’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world.” “ When she had said this, she went back and called her
sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ?° And
when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. ** Now Jesus had not yet come
to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. ' The Jews who
were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
*2When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw
her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed
in spirit and deeply moved. * He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” *° Jesus began to weep. *° So the Jews said, “See how he loved
him!” °” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?” ** Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. °*° Jesus said, “Take away the
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench
because he has been dead four days.” “° Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you
believed you would see the glory of God?” ' So they took away the stone. And Jesus
looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. “*| knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” “* When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” “* The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let
him go.” “°*Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did believed in him. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)
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What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
When | was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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God and to the Lamb 1 will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will sing.
on, TI'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each prayer petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Seed That in Earth Is Dying (ELW 330)
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The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 108)
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
SENDING SONG You Are the Way (LBW 464)
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - 1ly can in - form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

DISMISSAL
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach
and service. Thanks be to God.
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
e May Fun - Start looking for your youthful “you” pictures to display. On May 3, we will
be searching for the “you” that matches the picture.
e Soup supper, 5pm March 25th will be Meatball Dinner, followed by 6:30 Lenten
Worship.
e April Beacon articles should be turned in by March 23,
e March 28th - Sprinkles of Sunshine by the Sunshine Movement @ NL Legion
Hall.
e Holy Week Worship Schedule-Join us as we gather for worship during Holy Week.
o Maundy Thursday Service — 6:30 PM at East Lemonweir
o Good Friday Service — 1:00 PM at Bethany
o Easter Sunday Worship — 8:00 AM at Bethany
» Following the 8:00 AM Easter service at Bethany, everyone is invited to
a potluck brunch in the Fellowship Hall.
= A sign-up sheet is available in the Fellowship Hall if you would like to
bring a dish to share.
o Easter Sunday Worship — 10:30 AM at East Lemonweir
e April 121" — Family Sunday School
e April 26" — BINGO after Bethany Worship.
¢ Food Pantry items for March- “Spring Cleaning”: toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
deodorant, shampoo, etc.



¢ Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the cloak room. Please
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested. Thanks.

Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you.

A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses.
Wednesday 9 am - Quilting

Thursday — 9 am Bible Study

Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany

Prayers of Concern:
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today.

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends.
Prayers for those who serve to protect others.

Prayers for Don & Gwen Tushaus, Amy Andres Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne
Andres), Holly Berry, Lorraine Schulz, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father), Dean Allard, Kalie
Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve
Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John
Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti
Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently name.

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:




