Third Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2026
Bethany Lutheran Church

Welcome Visitors.
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for
small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

HOLY BAPTISM OF HAELYNN RAE CRANDALL (ELW p. 227)

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers ...

People of God, do you promise to support Haelynn and pray for her in her new life in
Christ? We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? | renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? | renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? | renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning...you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



BAPTISM

Haelynn Rae Candall, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
We give you thanks, O God...joy in you presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Haelynn Rae, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
Walk with the faith of Christ crucified and risen. Shine with the light of Christ.

Through baptism you have been received into the household of God...

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world!

GATHERING SONG Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty (ELW 777)
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away
our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with
the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7
A reading from Exodus.

' From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. ? The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”
But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and
said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?” “ So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall | do for this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.” ° The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and
take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile and go. ° | will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did
so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. " He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us
or not?”  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11
A reading from Romans.

' Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. ® And not only that, but we also boast
in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, “and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, °and hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us. °For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. " Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.  But God proves his
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. ° Much more surely,
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him
from the wrath of God. "’ For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be
saved by his life. "' But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 4:5-42
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob
had given to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. ’ A Samaritan woman came to
draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” ® (His disciples had gone to the
city to buy food.) * The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) '’ Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water.” " The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? > Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob,
who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” '° Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, '* but those who drink of
the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become
in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” "> The woman said to him, “Sir,
give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw
water.” '°Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” '’ The woman
answered him, “l have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have
no husband,” "®for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!” ' The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you
are a prophet. ?° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” ? Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me,
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. ?* You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. ?° But the hour is coming and is now here when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. ? God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” ?° The woman said to him, “| know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” ?° Jesus said to her, “I am
he, the one who is speaking to you.” ?’ Just then his disciples came. They were
astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?”
or, “Why are you speaking with her?” ° Then the woman left her water jar and went
back to the city. She said to the people, *° “Come and see a man who told me
everything | have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *° They left the city



and were on their way to him. °'Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat
something.” *? But he said to them, “I| have food to eat that you do not know about.”

% So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to
eat?” ** Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to
complete his work. *° Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But
| tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. *° The reaper
is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and
reaper may rejoice together. ° For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ *°| sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and
you have entered into their labor.” **Many Samaritans from that city believed in him
because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” *° So
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed
there two days. “' And many more believed because of his word. “* They said to the
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard
for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Seed That in Earth Is Dying (ELW 330)
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The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
SENDING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618)
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more, I will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach
and service. Thanks be to God.
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Perisl Bethany’s QR code for online giving.

e Food Pantry items for March- “Spring Cleaning”: toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
deodorant, shampoo, etc.

e Soup supper, 5 pm March 11th will be Creamy Potato and Chili, followed by 6:30
Lenten Worship.

e Family Sunday School following worship today.

e Sunday, March 15", Dice Day Fellowship following worship.

e March 215t — 10 am — 12 pm Communion Class for those preparing to take
Communion for the first time or those desiring a refresher course.

e |tems for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the cloak room.

Please note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.

Thanks.

Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you.

A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses.

Wednesday 9 am - Quilting

Thursday — 9 am Bible Study

Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany

Prayers of Concern:
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today.

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends.
Prayers for those who serve to protect others.

Prayers for Amy Andres Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry,
Lorraine Schulz, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father), Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen &
Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth,
Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John
Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti
Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently
name.




