
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 17, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for 

small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water…the water for drinking and bathing. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 

We praise you, O God, for our water stories…that drowned the enemy, a river that 
healed leprosy. We praise you, O God, for water. 

We remember the waters of Jesus…healing at the pool of Bethesda, washing the 
disciples’ feet. We praise you, O God, for water. 

We praise you, O God, for this font…bathed us in forgiveness, and enlivened us in the 
Spirit. We praise you, O God, for baptism. 

O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth…We praise you, O God, today, 
tomorrow, forever. Amen, and amen. 

GATHERING SONG Thine the Amen (ELW 826) 

 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW p. 184) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the 
world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 
A reading from Acts. 
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem 
from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 
13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you 
are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 



know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.  6 “I have made your name 
known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of 
the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am 
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.”    The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 

 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966)

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
  



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age… With this bread and cup we remember our 
Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy 
Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

With all your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

SENDING SONG What a Friend We Have in Jesus (ELW 742) 

 

DISMISSAL 
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.  
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Thank you to those who helped with Indoor and Outdoor Spring Cleaning at Bethany. 

• Today – Family Sunday School following service. 

• Tuesday, May 19th – Beacon articles are due. 

• May 24th – Joint Sunday Worship @ 10:30 am @ East Lemonweir. 

• May 31st – Potluck Recognition Banquet. 

• Friday, June 12th – Salad Luncheon & Silent Purse Auction. Please check out the info 
& sign up sheet in the narthex. If you choose a monetary contribution, please give to 
Judy Zobal. 

• Food Pantry items for May – Pasta Party- Packaged Pizza dough, Pasta Sauces, 
noodles, ramen, etc. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the coat room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Thursday – 9 am Bible Study 

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends especially families of Helen 
Walker. 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Shawna (Tim Parker’s Sister), Aly (Deanna Smith’s Neice), Betty Johnson, 
Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy Andres Peterson (daughter of 
Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Irv Wehman (Bridgette’s Father), Dean Allard, 
Kalie Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred 
Wehman, Steve Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, Tommy Paulson (Vanessa 

Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, 
Mickie (Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and 

others we silently name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:    000 


