
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for 

small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary. 
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (ELW p. 227) 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers … 

People of God, do you promise to support Asher and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ?     We do. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?   I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?   I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning…you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

BAPTISM 
Asher Kause, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 

We give you thanks, O God…joy in you presence, both now and forever. Amen. 

Asher, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. Amen. 

WELCOME 
Walk with the faith of Christ crucified and risen. Shine with the light of Christ. 

Through baptism you have been received into the household of God… 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world! 

GATHERING SONG Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! (ELW 380) 

 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  4 Come to him, a living 
stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like 
living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 
scripture:  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,  
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 This honor, then, is for you  
who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected   
has become the very head of the corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as 
they were destined to do.  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 



GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him.”  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 
12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, 
in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”  
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY You Are the Way (ELW 758) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age… With this bread and cup we remember our 
Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  



Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

With all your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

  



SENDING SONG Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus (LBW 487) 

 

DISMISSAL 
We go, renewed and fed to create life-giving relationships through worship, outreach 
and service. Thanks be to God. 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service.  
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Reminder – Please check your church mailboxes. Some have had cards in them for 
some time. 

• Today – Identities of the baby pictures will be revealed during fellowship. Another 
activity called, “Find Someone Who”, will occur on the same day. Let’s have some fun 
getting to know our church family. 

• May 17th – Family Sunday School following service. 

• May 19th – Beacon articles are due. 

• Get Ready!!! Silent Purse Auction is coming soon! 

• May Food Pantry Items – Pasta Party – package pizza dough, tomato sauce, 
noodles, spaghetti sauce, etc. 

• Items for our Baby Care Kits can be placed in the clear tote in the cloak room.  Please 
note the posted changes that Lutheran World Relief has requested.  Thanks.   

• Quilters could use full or queen flat sheets. Thank you. 

• A Lions Glass box is in the Bethany Narthex for disposal of old eyeglasses. 

• Wednesday 9 am - Quilting  

• Thursday – 9 am Bible Study 

• Tuesday AA meetings 6:30 pm @ East Lemonweir/ Thursday 6:30 pm @ Bethany 

Prayers of Concern: 
Prayers for those who cannot worship with us today. 

Prayers for those who have loss family and friends especially families of Helen 
Walker, Lorraine Schultz (Helen York’s Mother) and Don Tushaus (Marcia Adams’ 

Brother-in-law) 

Prayers for those who serve to protect others. 

Prayers for Betty Johnson, Sandy Hempel, Jamie Flannery, Gwen Tushaus, Amy 
Andres Peterson (daughter of Tom & Roxanne Andres), Holly Berry, Irv Wehman 

(Bridgette’s Father), Dean Allard, Kalie Geitner (Galen & Janenne Lingl), Katie & Doug 
Johnson, Becky Bailey, Fred Wehman, Steve Werth, Ken Adams, Jordan Wehman, 

Tommy Paulson (Vanessa Lucas’s Brother), John Preston, Wyatt, Garry Olson, 
Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson, Mickie (Ron & Patti Thompson), Fran Benson, 

Landon LaBerge, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently name. 

 

Electronic giving is available via Vanco, using this QR Code:     

 

 


